New steps towards democracy caused as much distrust as hope. All this went through the minds of the people as well, and it is well recorded in the discussions of the time, private and public. There were also great changes, which were not so visible but deeply affected peoples' conditions, expectations, and possibilities. Societal life was changing, but why and to what direction remained unclear and uncertain. That is the normal case in human history, and such changes can be analyzed only afterwards. Now, one hundred years later, it is much easier to see and explain which factors shook the world. Among those were new kinds of demographic, economic, and social changes that were related to the rapid growth of global markets, industrialization, power politics, etc. In the case of Finland, most of those factors were "external," an outcome of things that happened in Europe, North America, and Russia. This chapter discusses those structural determinants of Finnish society and the resultant internal and external preconditions for the political crises of 1917 and 1918. How people reacted to those changes in their life caused by World War I and the Civil War will be analyzed in detail in other chapters of the book.2
Special Economic Zone
Early 20th-century Finland was an agrarian society in which farming directly supported two million people out of a total population of three million. The country was peripheral when compared to most parts of Western Europe, but it was not as backward as often believed. In fact, Finland was driven and changed by the same factors that drove and changed the most developed areas of the world. The most important was capitalistic industrialization, which resulted from the so-called first globalization between 1880 and 1910. Finland had been a part of the northern European economy for centuries, exporting mainly wood and tar, but now the scale of foreign trade exploded and began to dominate economic and social development through creating new jobs, relocating population, and by reacting to economic fluctuations. Both exports and imports more than tripled between 1890 and 1910. The greatest economic boom was experienced in the 1890s when industrial production, employment, exports, GDP, and wages raised more than ever. In Finnish historiography the decade is usually presented as the "golden age" of Finnish art, when the
